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Program Description
The Department of Design continually works towards establishing itself
as a leader in design education for the California central valley. We strive
to serve students that seek a rigorous program of study in order to
empower them to be leaders in their respective ﬁelds.
The Department of Design recognizes that the environments in which
we live and work are shaped by an ever-increasing quantity of visual
information. This information, in the form of two- and three-dimensional
forms, comes to us from a variety of sources that utilize both traditional
and technologically advanced modes of visual communication. To a
greater extent than at any other point in our history, artists and designers
are dissolving the boundaries between two- and three-dimensional
visualization.
The Department of Design is well positioned to respond to the
multifaceted nature of today’s visual culture. By offering degree programs
in Graphic Design, Interior Architecture, and Photography we prepare our
students for a wide range of visual and design practices that play a part
in creating our built environment.
The Department of Design strives to prepare students to have an impact
in professional creative environments that will require collaboration,
adaptation to technology and leadership in solving complex problems.
The needs of the institutions, businesses and individuals they work with
are rapidly changing. The technology they will use to create, as well as
the technology used by their audiences, will change the most. We want
graduates to be capable of seizing opportunities as they arise and turn
them into meaningful learning experiences throughout their career.
The Department of Design is where creative and critical thinking come
together in a curriculum that, while preparing students for different
career paths, fully engages students in relevant areas of technical and
aesthetic concern while establishing historical and social context to
their disciplines. Students are taught how to utilize an iterative process
to create high quality solutions that respond to complex functional and
aesthetic requirements that correspond to the appropriate audience,
occupant or user.
Furthermore, the Department seeks to prepare students to be articulate
in their discipline: to be able to discuss and present their work, both in
writing and in conversation, from the perspective of the functional and
aesthetic concepts that underlay the work and how their decisions in
these areas frame and solve a given problem.
The Department of Design offers a Bachelor of Arts in Design Studies as
well as Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography, Interior Architecture, and
Graphic Design. All four programs of study are accredited by the National
Association of Schools of Art and (NASAD).

Programs
Design Studies (http://catalog.csus.edu/colleges/arts-letters/design/badesign-studies/)
Graphic Design (http://catalog.csus.edu/colleges/arts-letters/design/
graphic-design/)

Contact Information
John P. Forrest, Chair
Rhonda Franks, Administrative Support Coordinator
Mariposa Hall 5001
(916) 278-3962
FAX (916) 278-6116
Department of Design Website (http://www.csus.edu/design/)
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